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Abstract of JP2003337454 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
image forming apparatus by which the wear and 
tear of an image carrier is evaded by selecting a 
monochromatic mode and a several- color mode 
and also a whole apparatus is miniaturized. 
SOLUTION: The image forming apparatus is 
provided with several image carriers 1 1 which 
consist of a black image carrier and several color 
image carriers arrayed and at whose one end the 
black image carrier 1 1 K is arranged, a belt 20 
circularly moved through a path successively 
getting near or coming into contact with several 
image carriers 1 1 , a roll 21 to bring the belt 20 
into contact with the black image carrier 1 1 K and 
a retracting roll 29 arranged at any position 
between a color image carrier 1 1 Y arrayed at the 
end of an opposite side of the black image carrier 
and a color image carrier 1 1C adjacent to the 
black image carrier and to change the path 
through which the belt is circularly moved by 
moving between a position where it comes into 
contact with the belt 20 and a position where it is 
separated from the belt 20. 
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